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Introduction 
As cities expand, populations surge, and environmental concerns intensify, architecture must evolve to meet the 

challenges of modern urban life. Subterranean Visions invites architects, designers, and forward-thinking creatives to 

reimagine the potential of underground spaces by conceptualizing a revolutionary museum embedded within the 

earth, where culture, nature, and human experience converge. 

This competition calls for innovative proposals that transform underground environments into dynamic cultural 

institutions. Participants are tasked with creating a subterranean museum that not only showcases artistic works but 

also acts as a living, breathing space for education, community interaction, and cultural exchange. The design must 

reflect a deep understanding of the interconnectedness between architecture and nature, with a focus on 

sustainability, resource optimization, and urban resilience. 

By going beneath the surface, this competition challenges conventional museum design paradigms, inviting 

participants to think beyond traditional urban spaces. How can underground environments offer a unique canvas for 

artistic expression? How can they foster new forms of cultural engagement while addressing critical issues like land 

scarcity, environmental impact, and community cohesion? 

This is an invitation to pioneer a visionary architectural approach—one that transforms the hidden depths of urban 

landscapes into vibrant hubs of creativity, learning, and environmental stewardship. Join us in exploring new frontiers 

in museum architecture and redefining the future of how we engage with culture, art, and nature in the heart of our 

cities. 

 

Objective 
This competition challenges architects, designers, and creatives to reimagine museum spaces, bringing cultural 

institutions beneath the earth’s surface. "Subterranean Visions" asks participants to push the boundaries of how 

museums can connect with the environment, the urban landscape, and the public. The goal is to design a functional, 

inspirational, and iconic underground museum that transforms the visitor experience while creating a space that is 

sustainable, community-focused, and innovative. 

The underground setting should evoke a sense of discovery, offering an immersive journey where art, culture, and 

nature converge. Participants are encouraged to explore cutting-edge architectural solutions that overcome the 

constraints of subterranean spaces—incorporating advanced strategies for lighting, ventilation, and spatial design to 

create a museum that feels open and inviting despite its underground location. 

This competition seeks a bold vision for museum architecture, one that challenges preconceived notions of cultural 

spaces, rethinks our relationship with the built environment, and integrates seamlessly with the natural world. The 

final design should not only serve as a space for exhibitions but also foster a strong connection between visitors, artists, 

and the community, enriching the cultural fabric of the surrounding area. 

Key Goals: 

 Create a visionary underground museum: Design an innovative space that accommodates diverse forms of art, 

enhances the visitor journey, and offers an unforgettable experience that capitalizes on the unique underground 

setting. 

 Promote sustainability: Develop eco-conscious strategies that integrate renewable energy, water conservation, 

and sustainable materials, ensuring the museum reduces its environmental impact. 

 Enhance the visitor experience: Overcome the challenges of subterranean design by incorporating creative lighting 

solutions (both natural and artificial), efficient air circulation, and immersive spatial planning that engages the 

senses. 

 Foster cultural and community engagement: Create spaces that promote interaction, education, and cultural 

exchange, making the museum a hub for artists, visitors, and the wider urban community. 

 Incorporate advanced architectural solutions: Push the limits of underground design by utilizing new technologies, 

materials, and construction methods to create a functional, safe, and aesthetically striking museum that 

represents a new paradigm in museum architecture. 



 

This competition invites participants to envision a new cultural landmark that seamlessly integrates with its 

environment and redefines how we experience art below the surface of the earth. 

 

 

The Building Program 
The Underground Museum should be a dynamic and versatile space that accommodates a range of artistic expressions, 

cultural events, and community activities. The design should balance functionality with innovation, creating a museum 

that not only showcases art but also provides spaces for learning, interaction, and reflection. Participants should 

consider the unique challenges and opportunities presented by the underground setting, and create spaces that 

optimize comfort, aesthetics, and environmental sustainability. 

The building program should include the following key elements: 

 Entrance & Transition Spaces 

 Exhibition Spaces 

 Performance & Event Areas 

 Educational & Learning Spaces 

 Visitor Services & Amenities 

 Administrative & Operational Spaces 

 Utility & Technical Spaces 

Site 
Participants are free to choose their own site for the Underground Museum project, allowing for creativity and 

flexibility in determining the ideal location for their design vision. The site selection should reflect the unique character 

of the proposed museum and demonstrate thoughtful integration with the surrounding environment, whether urban, 

suburban, or rural. 

Sustainability 
Sustainability is a critical consideration in the design of the Underground Museum. Participants are encouraged to 

explore innovative approaches that minimize environmental impact while enhancing the visitor experience. As the 

museum will be located underground, unique sustainability challenges arise, such as energy use for lighting, 

ventilation, and climate control. Designers must consider how to optimize the museum’s environmental performance 

and integrate sustainable solutions at every stage of the project. 

Project Proposal Requirements 
Participants must submit a project proposal that includes: 

 A clear and compelling design narrative explaining the concept. 

 Detailed floor plans, elevations, and sections that illustrate the spatial organization and functional layout. 

 Renderings or visualizations that convey the aesthetic quality and experience. 

 A site plan. 

Timeline 
 Registration Deadline: 8th June 2025 

 Submission Deadline: 13th June 2025 

 Jury Evaluation: July 1st – August 31st 2025 

 Winners Announcement: September 13th 2025 

Submission Requirements 
File Format: 

 All entries must be submitted as a single PDF document. 



Sheets: 

 Minimum of 3 sheets, maximum of 6 sheets. 

 Each sheet should include designs, drawings, and views that effectively communicate the project concept. 

Text Explanation: 

 Each sheet must contain explanatory text that describes and supports your design decisions. 

 Text should be clear and concise, highlighting the main ideas and features of the project. 

Content to Include (per sheet): 

 Design Concepts: Conceptual drawings, diagrams, and sketches. 

 Plans, Elevations, and Sections: Architectural plans, cross-sections, and elevations. 

 Views and Renderings: 3D views, perspectives, or rendered images of the project. 

 Diagrams: Illustrations explaining circulation, spatial relationships, environmental or structural concepts. 

Resolution and Quality: 

 All sheets should be high-quality, legible, and visually clear. 

File Size: 

 The total file size should not exceed 20 MB. 

 

Naming Convention: 

 The file should be named as: CompetitionName_ParticipationCode.pdf 

Anonymity: 

 No names, logos, or identifying marks should appear on any of the submitted sheets to ensure anonymity 

during judging. 

 

Submission Guidelines 
Sign in to Your Account: 

 Visit the Archiol website and sign in to your account. 

Access Your Competition Submissions: 

 In the header, click on the arrow beside your profile picture. Select the option labeled "My Competition 

Submissions." 

Submit Your Entry: 

 Click on the "Submit My Entry" button. 

Select Competition: 

 Choose the competition name for which you wish to submit your entry. 

Enter Participation Code: 

 Input the participation code that was generated during your registration. 

Title Your Submission: 

 Provide a title for your submission. 

Upload Title Image: 

 Upload the image that will represent your project. 

Upload Design PDF: 

 Submit your project in PDF format (ensure it meets the competition's requirements). 

Consent: 

 Check the box to agree to the competition terms and conditions. 



Submit: 

 After filling in all required fields, click "Submit." 

Confirmation: 

 Your submission will appear in "My Competition Submissions" within 24 hours. 

 

Eligibility 
The competition is open to all architects, designers, students, and creative individuals globally. There are no 

restrictions on age or nationality. 

Contact Details 
For any inquiries or further information, please contact us at: 

 Email: info@archiolcompetitions.com 

 Website: www.archiolcompetitions.com 
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